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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 9 August on the following motion moved by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Emergency Services) — 
That pursuant to standing order 69(1), the Legislative Council take note of tabled papers 1270A–D (2022–23 
budget papers) laid upon the table of the house on Thursday, 12 May 2022. 

HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [4.08 pm]: I have several general matters about the budget as well 
as some electorate-based matters that I would like to speak about today. Let me start by saying “All hail the mighty 
resources sector”, without which this government would not have been able to post the massive budget surplus 
outcomes that it has. The economic boom marches on on the back of continued environmental and cultural destruction 
of our landscape and the greedy and ultimately unsustainable exploitation of our natural resources. Despite knowing 
that we need to change the way we live and work to ensure the future of our planet, the Western Australian Treasurer 
seems happy to trumpet the value of sales achieved by the state’s resource sector in 2021—a record $230 billion, 
some 30 per cent up on the year before. It seems the “mining party” shows no sign of slowing down yet. This 
government is filling up the coffers with this revenue, but our surplus came to $5.6 billion, only 2.4 per cent of the 
total profits, which is really quite small. With the ongoing boom and the government’s much-lauded surplus—it 
follows that such results will surely not continue—a high degree of caution needs to be exercised in relation to these 
figures in the future, as I note Hon Colin de Grussa advocated for in his speech yesterday. 
Even bigger questions than whether this government is handling these higher-than-expected revenues well are: 
should we be taking them at all, and what do they cost our state’s environmental future? Do I want WA to be the 
most prosperous state in the nation? Of course, I do. Western Australia has already proven to be the nation’s 
economic engine room for some years, but when does the social lens get put on to look at these revenues? When 
do we examine our consciences about what we are doing? We dig up and export a lot of materials that not only 
take a huge amount of resources to get out of the ground—we are talking about water, energy and people—but 
also are then sent to others around the globe to further pollute with. We must always be pondering the question of 
how we balance environmental concerns with our continued push for further economic prosperity, for bigger profits 
and for more. 
Ask young people—the citizens of Western Australia who will one day inherit any mess we make—about what 
they think. They will tell you, as they have told me, that they prefer to see less profit and a deeper care for our land 
in the approach to this issue. Climate change is currently the issue that casts a shadow over this entire budget, but 
it seems that climate change and the environment often take a back seat to more jobs, higher tax revenues and more 
profits for business. The Legalise Cannabis WA Party urges this government to take action on climate change more 
seriously by examining exactly what WA can do to make a bigger difference. That might mean some negative budget 
implications but some positives for the planet. 
As a quick note, I wish to point the government towards a saving that can be made. On page 304 of budget 
paper No 2, which is “Part 4: Jobs and Economic Development”, the 2022–23 asset investment program lists 
investments in the Cannington and Mandurah greyhound racing tracks. The money allocated is for a new office 
project and the replacement of operational plant, equipment and fittings. A simple idea would be to ban the cruel 
sport that is greyhound racing; the government then does not have to spend any of this money at all. Easy. Being 
kind to animals can have an immediate net positive economic impact. To be honest, I was quite horrified to find 
out that this government and previous governments condone animal cruelty by providing financial support to 
a gambling business. 
I would also like to point out that the justice budget has significant issues and many inefficiencies. In our court 
system, the estimated expenditure is higher than expected on several levels. This is in part due to COVID protocols, 
which severely restricted the smooth running of matters before our courts. For instance, demand for trials has 
increased, and jury trials that were vacated as a result of COVID-19 restrictions have been relisted. This government’s 
overreaction to the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in an increase in the complexity of cases, including trials 
with multiple accused, and a bump-on effect that will be felt for years to come. We cannot get this time or money 
back. People deserve a justice system that addresses their issues as quickly as possible. This is just one example of 
how COVID-19 and the highly restricted and over-the-top protocols have cost average taxpayers millions of dollars 
in our courts. That is just in our courts—and for what? The world today is a world in which we live with COVID, 
and it should have been that way all along. 

This government is forcing the WA police to conduct operations that do not need policing yet cost the state tens 
of millions of dollars in this budget and across the forward estimates. It will come as no surprise to members in 
this house that my colleague Hon Dr Brian Walker and I advocate for the legalisation of cannabis for adult recreational 
use. Making this change will see millions of dollars saved in policing resources. It is pretty simple maths: if cannabis 
were not illegal, we would not be arresting people for it, arrests that obviously cost money. A person would not 
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have to turn up to court for it, which also costs money, or get a lawyer to represent them, which costs money, or enter 
the prison system, which also costs money. Apart from that, the prison system does not necessarily create better 
people. If this government were not imposing its own moral judgements on the lives of hundreds and thousands of 
innocent Western Australians who use cannabis, this state would have tens of millions of dollars more in its pocket. 
That is just through justice savings. Regulating and taxing cannabis would be a financial windfall for this state, 
which we could well do with. It is something that the government is duty-bound to look at, in my opinion. 

Sometimes, I think that this Premier and this state government do not get it when it comes to the issue of cannabis 
and how it relates to other socially accepted and legal forms of drug-taking. Just the other day, Premier Mark McGowan 
was on social media, showing his love of booze yet again. I think it is great that we get manufacturing industries 
back to WA. That is awesome, but I do not think having Swan Draught and promoting alcohol sits in line with 
that. This government has no problem with supporting and making revenue from alcohol, yet it is the most damaging 
drug in our country at the moment. It is a drug that has overwhelmingly been proven to be the root cause of, or at 
least a contributory factor in, so many senseless road deaths. It plays a large part in the scourge of domestic abuse, 
and it features in a large percentage of rape and sexual assault cases. The drug causes chronic disease, premature 
death and addiction. When we are talking about diseases, we are talking about kidney failure, diabetes, liver cancer, 
stomach cancer and a whole range of other diseases that cause a lot of suffering to people. It just does not need to 
happen like that. 

If we do not think of alcohol as a dangerous drug, we need to rethink our approach to the consumption of other 
mild mind-altering substances and the damage each of those does. While this love affair with alcohol continues, 
the Premier dismisses calls to legalise cannabis from me and my colleague Hon Dr Brian Walker. We also had our 
calls rebuffed for sensible reforms to the Criminal Code, which unjustly punishes people for simply smoking a joint 
or for possessing much-needed cannabis-based medications. Has the government not read the room? Did the 
Labor Party not see the support for the Legalise Cannabis Party at the recent federal election, in which more than 
half a million people specifically voted for us. Has the Premier not listened to members of his own party who are 
making the same calls behind closed doors? Yes, we know members have. 

The government’s priorities on this issue are back to front. I like a drink too, but we should be serious and call a pint 
a pint. The government makes criminals out of those who use cannabis while giving the thumbs up to those who chug 
a beer. It is also irresponsible of the government as we discuss the budget today not to explore changing a law that 
could quite substantially benefit the WA taxpayer financially. The figures in overseas jurisdictions when commercial 
and regulatory arrangements have been put in place for the commercialisation of cannabis following legalisation that 
allows for adult recreational use of cannabis are economically powerful. Instead of digging things up from the ground, 
we could be planting seeds to grow a sustainable crop that would benefit WA socially and financially. 

It is good to see that there is investment in our biosecurity capability. Foot-and-mouth disease and other associated 
diseases are a great threat to the agricultural industry in the south west of WA. We need to do everything we can 
to keep the menace that this threat poses out of our state. I listened with interest to the remarks of the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, on this issue recently at a dairy farmers conference. In my opinion 
the government is providing leadership in this space. The budget provides for the employment of 22 new officers 
to help on the frontline of this biosecurity fight. That is a very good thing. I was glad to hear the minister say 
yesterday that 20 of the 22 new officers are now employed. I urge the minister to act swiftly if an outbreak occurs 
so that resources can put in place to make a real difference. 

The budget shows that the WA economy is in a strong position, albeit on the back of resource sales, so why on 
earth are parents driving 150-kilometre round trips in places like Augusta just to put their children in child care for 
the day? I held an afternoon tea with constituents at the Augusta community resource centre recently and this was 
a hot issue. If there is money from record surpluses, why are we now not making substantial investments in critical 
areas like child care? The community is screaming out for it. I cannot see any major investment in child care in 
the budget. The parents whom I talk to are frustrated. This is an important issue in rural communities that find it 
difficult to maintain decent population levels. 
I have spoken before in this chamber about the high pressure on the cost of living. Things seem to be only getting 
worse—food, petrol, housing, everything costs more. I am worried that the good times are coming to an end. The 
WA economy is very much at the mercy of the world economy and the economic outlook is nowhere as rosy as it 
was previously. World economic activity rebounded 6.1 per cent in 2021; it is due to hit just over half that in 2022—
3.6 per cent. The economic winds have storms that this government must be wary of. Whilst we can, we should be 
drawing up budgets that have a social, environmental and happiness lens. The King of Bhutan does a happiness 
survey of his people regularly and makes sure that the scores are good. Our state is not a set of figures, but a group 
of people and we should focus on them and not the dollar signs. We live in a society, not an economy. 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [4.23 pm]: I rise to make a contribution to the budget papers. 
I note that there is only five minutes remaining before question time, so I will just make some introductory remarks. 
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Hon Stephen Dawson: You can do it all in five minutes. 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: The minister would like that, wouldn’t he; but, sadly, no, I have a bit to say today. 
I might make good mention of the minister who just called out. He is a good minister. I always have something 
nice to say about him, so wait for it. He should listen intently. I know his colleagues love it when we do that. 
However, I want to raise a few issues of relevance to my shadow portfolios. In particular, I want to comment on 
issues that are pertinent to families, particularly to parents and young children, and the impact of policies and decisions 
on children as they age. I will say—this has been commented on by others—that the government and indeed the 
Treasurer is making much of the record $5.7 billion surplus. It is their right to do so; they can do that. But I just 
want say this to the government: in celebrating and making much of that surplus, let us not forget that many in our 
community are missing out. Many in our community are affected by the decisions or, in many cases, the lack of 
decisions, that are being made by multiple government ministers. Indeed, many people right across the state, for 
a wide variety of reasons, do not feel that they are being listened to, particularly on issues that affect them, their 
families and their communities. 
I listened to Hon Sophia Moermond’s speech. She raised a number of issues. I noted that she raised the issue of child 
care, particularly from a regional perspective. I agree with her that that is a real issue facing many in our community. 
This issue is regularly raised with me by not only families, but also those who work in the system as well as service 
providers, so I agree with Hon Sophia Moermond’s comments in that sense. 
Of course, much is also made about challenges in our health system. We have heard a lot about ambulance ramping. 
It is raised regularly, almost daily, whether in the paper or by people who contact our office or by members personally. 
Issues about our hospital system generally are raised, as well as issues about access to services. I want to focus on 
access to services in particular. It will not surprise members that once again today I will raise an issue that I believe 
must continue to be raised in and outside this house, and that must be responded to. I would like to think that it 
will be responded to in a way that sees not only an increase in immediate resources, but also better improvements 
for children in this state. Of course, once again I refer to wait times for children who need to access vital child 
development services in this state, including paediatric and allied health services provided through the Department 
of Health and through the metropolitan Child and Adolescent Health Service and the WA Country Health Service. 
I note the time and that I probably will be asked to sit down in a minute, but I indicate that I will spend some time 
after question time on this issue as it is important to me. I would like to think that it is important to every member 
in this house. It is an issue that is important to thousands and thousands of families, health professionals, teachers 
and early childhood educators right across the board. It is a significant issue and it demands the attention of not 
only the government in this house, but the community as a whole. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 3322.] 
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